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1. Our seventh year of music camps have begun and I’m happy to report that the camps

continue to grow. This year our camps will be the largest ever. God continues to bless us in our

summer music camping outreach.

While I was concerned that Ben and Karen Dahlke would not be a part of the camp staff,

God has once again blessed us with some great (and experienced) leaders. Joining me to form

the camp staff is Michele Anderson Beck, Andrew Silva, Joanne Nance, and Chelsey

Sanderock. Bryan Petersen will also assist us from time to time.

2. My sabbatical plans are now finalized. I will be away the entire month of July. Subbing

for me will be David Bruley, Dennis Mellen, and Faye Bastarache. It’s hard to believe that I

will have served at Holy Spirit for nine years on September 1.

It’s also been amazing to me that in the last month I have encountered most all of my

Holy Spirit predecessors. God is certainly at work in my life and these encounters have only

affirmed my decision, with the help of a professor, to give up stage performance and devote

my career to proclaiming God’s grace through church music. The only time since age 19 that

I’ve been on stage was in Laughlin a few years back when I accompanied Joe Langenberger,

helping him to fulfill a life-long dream of being an Elvis impersonator. When Joe choked, I

even joked with the audience that I was a music minister, so please take out your hymnals

and turn to hymn 92. Ha!

My sabbatical will take me back to the Midwest, where I will visit the churches I’ve

served, visit family, and visit Ben and Karen Dahlke, Ryan and Lyndsay Rouse, and Jason

and Ivy Adams. The congregation will be able to follow along on my sabbatical through daily

blog postings on our website.

3. I’ll return to Holy Spirit on August 1 to begin planning a new music season. Blessings!


